Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.008 Å; R factor = 0.045; wR factor = 0.123; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.3.
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). -propyl-N-[2-(2,4,6-trichlorophenoxy) -ethyl] -1H-imidazole-1-carboxamide, is a broad-spectrum imidazole fungicide (Copping et al., 1984) . As part of our studies in the synthesis of Prochloraz, the title compound (I), which is used as the key intermediate, has been synthesized. We report herein the crystal structure of the title compound.
In the molecule of the title compound (Fig. 1) , the bond lengths and angles are within normal ranges (Allen et al., 1987) . In the crystal structure, intramolecular C-H···Cl interactions (Table 1 ) may be effective in the stabilization of the structure.
The title compound was prepared by following a reported procedure (Howard & Alfred, 1982) . 2,4,6-Trichlorophenol (15.8 g ) and sodium hydroxide (4.8 g) were dissolved in 28 ml water and added dropwise to an excess of ethylene dibromide (75.6 g). The reaction mixture was heated under reflux for ten hours. The residue was extracted with 3 x 20 ml dichlormethane, and then methylene chloride phase was washed with water, dried and evaporated to dryness under reduced pressure. Fractionation under reduced pressure yielded the title compound as a colorless oil whaich was then cooled to give 18.1 g white solid (75.2%). Crystals of (I) suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethanol solution of (I).
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically with C-H = 0.93 and 0.97 Å for aromatic and methylene H atoms, respectively, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.2 times U eq (C). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with the atom numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at 30% probability levels. 
